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Spectator sports employment

JANUARY 31, 2014

Americans love spectator sports. This is never more apparent than during the week of a championship game such as the Super Bowl.
Nationwide during 2012, employment in the spectator sports industry averaged slightly less than 130,000. The spectator sports industry
includes all businesses primarily engaged in presenting live sporting events before a paying audience, including baseball, basketball, and
football games (both minor and major leagues), as well as horse racing and other sporting events.
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Employment in spectator sports, by metropolitan area, 2012
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Source: LS. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Pompano Beach, Florida, and New York-Northern New Jersey-Long Island, New York-New Jersey-Pennsylvania (site
of the 2014 Super Bowl), were the metropolitan areas with the highest spectator sports employment; each had approximately 7,500
workers in the industry. Los Angeles-Long Beach-Santa Ana, California, had slightly fewer than 7,000.

Employment in spectator sports in the two metropolitan areas that are home to the teams playing in the Super Bowl—Seattle-Tacoma-
Bellevue, Washington, and Denver-Aurora-Broomfield, Colorado—was roughly 2,500 and 1,500, respectively. About 30 of the nation's
metropolitan areas had more than 1,000 people employed in spectator sports. (Note that these data are annual average employment for
2012. Data for some areas may be unavailable because they do not meet disclosure standards.)

Over the past decade, total spectator sports employment has averaged between roughly 125,000 and 135,000. Employment in spectator
sports has been quite seasonal, varying by approximately 50,000 between minimums occurring each winter in January and February and
maximums each summer in June, July, and August.
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Employment in spectator sports, January 2001-June 2013
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Hover mouse pointer over line to view data.

Spectator sports employment reached recent peaks of slightly over 160,000 during the summers of 2007 and 2008. During the last decade,
employment has dipped below 100,000 (but remained above 98,000) only during the winters of 2004, 2005, 2010, and 2011.

These data are from the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages program, which publishes quarterly counts of employment and wages
at the county, metropolitan area, state and national levels by industry. These employment data are based only on privately owned
establishments whose primary activity is the spectator sports industry; state or local government establishments are not included.
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Fifty years of

looking at changes in peoples lives

Longitudinal surveys help us understand long-term changes, such
as how events that happened when a person was in high school
affect labor market success as an adult.
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A look at pay at the top, the bottom, and in between
The Spotlight examines how earnings and wages have changed
over time and how they differ within a geographic area, industry, or
occupation.
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